The Kabul Campaign.
his independence intact, and therefore in the interests of India she would allow him to become dependent upon the Viceroy of India only. The flight of the Amir to Turkestan was dictated by sound policy, and, if he had lived, would have borne fruit in a great war between England and Russia; a contest which both dread, which both foresee, and which year by year becomes more and more inevitable. Fate is mightier than diplomacy. A Russian military mission is but a Russian advanced guard. Where one general has pleaded as an envoy, another general will dictate as an armed ally. Russia does not retire, save to make a surer and stronger bound forwards. Having led Sher AH to the verge of ruin she would have continued to recognise him so long as he held possession of the title of Amir, His presence on the borders of his kingdom would have made him an excellent tool in Russian hands, whilst at the same time it would have been a reproach, the force of which even Russian statesmen would have had at some time to acknowledge. By his residence at Mazar-i-Shereef, moreover, the Amir rendered it almost impossible for England to compel him into a peace ; certainly into no peace which his Russian friends had not first approved When he died, then, he left Russia morally pledged to support whoever might rule at Oabul.
His death led at once to a general stir, and to the appearance of many pretenders. The first of these, Sirdar Abdurrahman Khan, the wealthy son-in-law of the Amir of Bokhara, and the thrifty pensioner of Russia, at once left his retreat to take counsel witli General Kauffuoan at Tashkend. This chief, as son of Sirdar Afzul Khan, eldest son of the Dost, and conqueror and Governor of Turkestan, has a powerful party North of the Hindu Khoosh. The policy of the hour will probably induce the Russians to temporise with him; they cannot encourage him without offending Yakub Khan, the chief in actual possession of power, and so throw-ins him into the arms of England, unconditionally.
Sirdar Ibrahim Khan, the eldest son of Shere Ali, is a man of ability just sufficient to prevent his being overlooked, but not sufficient to enable him to assume any importance as a pretender to the throne. He has, besides, been removed to Cabul by the partisans of Yakub, in whose astute hands his arrival was made to assume the appearance of a frank. acknowledgement of Yakub's right and a tender of military assistance.
Sirdar Wall Mohamed Khan, a man of 46 years of age, is the maternal uncle of Sirdar Abdurrahman Khan* Dost Mahomed married two daughters of a Bungash chief pf Kurrum. By tke one, he became father of Sirdars Afzul Khan and Azim Khan, and by the other, of Wali Mahomed Khan and Fyz Mahomed Khan, The latter was killed at the battle of Charikax fighting for